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What current research is telling us

• Need for ‘novel practices’ that 
support new entrants to farming 
access land 

Why? 
• ‘New entrants’ are a diverse group
• Different types of new entrants 

may be more dominant in different 
types of rural areas 

• Different types of rural areas can 
present different land challenges 
impacting access to land 

• Different European realities

• Creates a significant challenge for 
policy

• No one (or a few sizes) to fit all
Source: Developed by Monllor i Rico and Fuller, 2016, 

based on EIP-AGRI, 2016



Source: Loveluck et al., 2021 (forthcoming)

Review and analyse innovative land 
practices from civil society organisations, 
public authorities and the private sector

• Phase 1: 

• Scoping study of innovative 
land practices in Europe. 

• A total of 64 initiatives 
collected from 14 countries 

• Phase 2: 

• In-depth study of novel, 
innovative practices

• 5 approaches (1 larger +1 
smaller action)

• Phase 3

• Explore potential transfer

• In areas where these practices 
may provide solutions 

RURALIZATION’s response – generate new policy 
relevant knowledge
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Report to be published early 2021

Stay updated - sign up for the 
RURALIZATION newsletter:  
https://ruralization.eu/contact/

https://ruralization.eu/contact/


Access to land is a many-sided issue

• RURALIZATION looks at 
access to land as complex, 
multi-faceted, time-
variable notion:

• Gaining access 
• “general process by 

which access is 
established”

• Access control
• “the ability to 

mediate others’ 
access”

• Access maintenance
• “expending resources 

or powers to keep a 
particular sort of 
resource access 
open” 

Source: Loveluck et al., 2021 (forthcoming)

Source: Ribot and Lee Peluso 2003, p. 158-159



Innovative land practices?

Varied practices
Operate at some or across the 
‘access to land pathway’

Respond to complexity of access 
to land issue

‘Integrated’
– Address multiple issues e.g. 

land access and skills 
development 

Multi-functional
Support access to land but 
also…

– Rural regeneration 

– Generational renewal

– Can be tied to wider social, 
economic and environmental 
motivations

For example:

Projects supporting entry into 
farming profession 

e.g. farm incubators

Regional food system networks

Land acquisition e.g. trusts, 
cooperatives 

Land re-cultivation 
e.g. abandoned land

Land intermediation 

Land stewardship /conservation 

Connecting land-holders and 
land-seekers 

e.g. farmers and new entrants



Upstream support: Farm incubators

• ‘Test farms’
• Specific approaches differ, but can 

provide:
• Farming and business training
• Peer to peer learning 

opportunities 
• Access to land, equipment
• Support after incubation 

period
• Links to local markets for 

produce

• Address barriers to entering 
farming:

• Develop skills in real world 
context

• Opportunity to explore a farm 
model and farming profession

• Build a network of peers

Examples:

• Point Vert, Belgium

• CIAP (Cooperative for the set-
up of peasant farms), France

• FarmStart Programme, 
OrganicLea workers’ 
cooperative, UK

Source: https://landworkersalliance.org.uk/wp-
content/uploads/2018/10/Farm-Start.pdf

https://landworkersalliance.org.uk/wp-content/uploads/2018/10/Farm-Start.pdf


Organising farmland accessibility: Connecting land-holders and 
land-seekers 

Source: 
https://www.tierrasagroecologicas.es/bancotierra
s/inicio/

• Network supporting local 
authorities 
• 40 across 8 regions

• Focus on abandoned land (or at 
risk of abandonment)

• Helps increase levels of public 
land available for farming

• Also supports links between 
private landowners (offering 
land) and potential land users

• E.g. model contract agreement 

• Often small land parcels, 
marginal land

• Type of farms more common:
• Social farming projects
• Small scale farms involving new 

entrants

Red Terrae (Spain)

https://www.tierrasagroecologicas.es/bancotierras/inicio/


Organising farmland accessibility: Connecting land-holders and 
land-seekers 

Kontaktforum Hofübergabe
(Germany)

Source: https://www.soel.de/projekte/oeko-
junglandwirte/hofuebergabe

Organised by the Eco Young 
Farmers Network
Annual two-day matching 
event

Retiring farmers and new 
entrants

Workshops, role-swaps, 
professional advice
Aims to support farm 
succession outside the 
family
Tailored to organic 
agriculture

https://www.soel.de/projekte/oeko-junglandwirte/hofuebergabe


Securing land access for individual farmers: Land 
acquisition 

• Acquire land to 
safeguard access for 

• New entrants 

• Environmental, 
agroecological 
farming 

• Rent land to farmers 
who farm according to 
these principles

• Secure, longer-
term leases

Examples

• Terre de Liens (France)
• Established 2003
• Raised €90 million in investment and €9.6 

million in donations. 
• By 2019 acquired 219 farms, or 5,750 

hectares 
• 343 rural leaseholders.

• Kulturland (Germany)
• Established 2013
• Raised capital of €3 million
• Acquired 11 farms, 265 hectares
• 30 farmers and families

• Ecological Land Cooperative (UK)
• Established 2009
• Five sites in England and Wales. 
• Plans to expand 
• Raised £500,000 in investment to create 18 

new small farms on six new sites by the 
end of 2023.



How can these types of models be facilitated? 

Human and social capital as an important driver of 
innovative land practices

The key role of partnerships
Numerous and helping consolidate local and non-local 
resources/support for the practices

The importance of public actors
Represent 20% of owners involved in initiatives 

The centrality of work on governance in the innovations
Governance of the land itself 
Governance within the practices themselves 

Bottom-up / importance of the collective or multi-partnership 
Importance of promoting mutual knowledge between actors (reducing 
social distance and building trust) 
Increasing wider human capital available to work on these issues 
through

Training/awareness-raising of volunteers, farmers, communities, local 
authorities, etc.



How can these types of models be facilitated? 
Promising policy approaches

Source: https://www.nationalruralnetwork.ie/eip-agri/

https://www.nationalruralnetwork.ie/eip-agri/


Sources of further information

Source: Access to Land Network. 2018. 

https://www.accesstoland.eu/IMG/pdf/a2
l_newentrants_handbook.pdf

See: 
https://ec.europa.eu/eip/agricultu
re/en/find-
connect/projects/ruralization-
opening-rural-areas-renew-rural

Practice abstracts on 
the EIP-AGRI database

Report to be published early 2021

Stay updated - sign up for the 
RURALIZATION newsletter:  
https://ruralization.eu/contact/

Source: Access to Land Network. 2017. 

https://www.accesstoland.eu/IMG/pdf/
a2l_handbook_local_authorities.pdf

https://www.accesstoland.eu/IMG/pdf/a2l_newentrants_handbook.pdf
https://ec.europa.eu/eip/agriculture/en/find-connect/projects/ruralization-opening-rural-areas-renew-rural
https://ruralization.eu/contact/
https://www.accesstoland.eu/IMG/pdf/a2l_handbook_local_authorities.pdf


Other emerging work on access to land



THANK YOU!

www.ruralization.eu


